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Dukeand Dutcheſs of Lauderdale, 
Ty : With their Brother bt .. 


My Lord Hatton. 


* 


oy .” _ PRESENTEN:.10 | 
Hs MAJESTY 
BY THE : 
City of Edenbourgh: | 
| C 


The Matters of Fact particularly relating to the Town of Edenbourgh, 
. humbiy offered for Your Majeſties Information. 


Before the Matter of F17 be ſpoke to, it 2s neceſſary that Tour Maj:fly be informed 
| of one 1hing upon which this whole Aﬀair hath moved. 


He City of Edenbourgh had at ſeveral times given confiderable Sums of 
Money to the Duke of Lauderdale, amounting to upward of Twelve 
Thouſand pounds Steri/in, 'and the Lord Haiton ; Brother to the 
ſaid Duke, being inraged by that their: formey practice, and being 
arrived to great height and influence-in the Admiſtration of Your Ma- 
jeſties Afairs in Sro7/2rd , did thereupon reſolve on a Deſign of getting Money 
for himſelf alſo from them, as will appear to your Majeſty by the tollowing Nar- 
ration ; but the Magiſtrates at that time, and ſuch others as had then the princi- 
pal Influence in the Adminiſtration of Aﬀeairs in that Town /,. being honeſt Men of 
good Fortunes, and not ro be brought to.comply with his Deſign, he bethought 
himſelf of all ways to vex them ; and knowing they did much valuethe Profpet i- 
ty of the Town , he thought that the firſt means for promoting that his Defign , 
was to have them threatned with removing Your Majeſties Publrgue Fudicatures 
from that City to Ster/zr , and perſwaded his Brother the Duke of Lauderdale to 
move Your Majeſty to that purpoſe; but being diſappointed of that project by Your 
Majeſties Royal Wiſdom , Your Majeſty looking upon it as if it were to declare to 
the World that You. were jealous of fo great a Part of that Your Ancient King- 
dom, he bethought himſelt of new ways to accompliſh his Deſign, for which he 
judged nothing ſo proper and effectual,. as.to diturb them in. the choice of their 
Magiſtrates and Town Counſel ; and by all means poſſible to get ſome of his own 
chuſing , fit for his own ends, brought into the Adminiſtration of the ARairs of 
that City. In order to which, being impatient of any longer delay , he laid hold of 
what follows, being the firſt occaſion that offered, though a very frivolous one. 
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the leaſt to the Eſtabliſhed Rules of their Election. 
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At Michaelmaſs 1674 , The faid City of Edenhourgh being to go about the F- 


leion of their Magiſtrates for the enſuing year, there was procured a Letter from 


Your. Majefty to Your Privy Counſel ,. commanding them to forbid the Magiſtrates 


and Town Counſel to proceed in their EleQtions ,-but to contiuue the Magiſtrates 
that thetywere , till Your'Majeſties further pleaſure ſhould be known ; the rea- 


fon ſuggeſtedto Your Majeſty for it, was taken From this Circumſtance, That the 
Election ought to be made upon the Tueſday afrer M:chae/maſs,and (it happening 


this vear that M:chaelmaſs tell to be on a Tueſday) they were reſolved to proceed 


to their Eections upon Michag/maſs day. : | 

* Though this was a'very 1mall Matter, and upor: very good and prudent Conſi- 
derations , refolved , as will afterward appear , yet was it repreſented to Your 
Majeſty as a Factious Deſign, and an Innovation of dangerous Conſequence, tend- 
ing to create and maintain Faction in that City, contrary to Your Majeſties Ser- 
vice. Your Majeſties foreſaid Fetter being intimated to the Magiſtrates and Town- 


Counſel , they did immediately give exact obedience to the ſame. 


They did alſo reprefent to Your Majeſties Privy Council , the Rights that they 
had for chuſing their own Magiſtrates, which had been granted ro them by many 
of Your Majeſties Royal Anceſtors , and confirmed by many Parliaments ; by ver- 
tue of "which they humbly conceiyed they ought to be ſuffered to proceed in their 
Elections. | &- | 
' They did allo repreſent to Your Majeſties Privy Council, the Reaſons which had 
moved them toreſolve of making their Elections on the ſaid Tueſday, being M:chael- 
maſs day , which in ſhort were, that .by their Conſtitution they were obliged upon 
the Friday before M:chaelmaſs to make the Liſt out of which the Magiſtrates are 
ro be choſen; after the:domg of. which there is a Surceaſe and Vacation of all or- 
dinary Courts of Fudrcatiure within the Town, and the whole time is ſpent by the 
Common People and Tradeſmen of the Town, in Rioting and Drinking, until the 
Elections be finiſhed, wlych in this caſe would have been Twelve days; which 
they did in Prudence think they ought to ſhorten, not conceiving it contrary in 


2. On theſe things they did humbly crave Your Majeſties Privy Council would 


| be pleaſed to repreſent to Your Majeſty , that thereby they might be freed from 
_ the ſuſpicion of any Factious Deſign , with which they were charged by the faid 
" Jerten. ©} | 


© This being, through the Influence of the Lord Hatton , refuſed by the Privy 
Council, they diſpatched a Gentleman to the Duke of Lauderdale, with Letters 
and Inſtructions full of Reſpe& and Submiſſion to his Grace. EA 

The Gentleman at his firſt Arrival found Duke Landerdate very kind, and was 
made believe he ſhould be quickly diſpatched with Anſwers according to his Deſire ; 


but ſome Delays having fallen in , the Duke of Lauderdale fell likewiſe upon 


thoughts of getting Money from the Town upon this occaſion , and therefore pre- 
tending ſtill more and more kindneſs to the faid Gentleman ; he did firſt by ſome 


.Infinuations let fall. to him his ExpeQation , and art laſt flatly asked him if he had 
not brought a heavy Parſe with him ; which when he underſtood , he was not to 
expet, hechanged his Method, and grew harſher ; and having detained him Five 
or Six Weeks, he the ſaid Duke entered into Conſultation with his old Friend 
Sir Andrew Ramſey, how to order the Aﬀair. By his Advice he did write a Let- 

_ ter and ſent Propoſals to the faid Town, That they ſhould give Bond and Se- 
curity, That the Townſmen ſhould live regularly as to all matters Eccleſiaſtical in 
the largeſt extent, as the ſame is determined by the late Acts of Parliament ; and 

' to keep the Town free of all ſorts of Tumults, either of Man or Woman : judg- 
ing that this was impoſſible for them to perform, and unfavourable to attempt , 
and that therefore it would'oblige them to make offers of Money. 


\. This Letter was all the Gentleman could obtain,and having gone back to Scotland 
and delivered it to the Magiſtrates, they were ſo far from being carried in the Deſign, 
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that they wereglad of that oportunity to witneſs their Zeal to ſerve Your Majeſty; 
for they did very heartily comply with what was propoſed concerning the Bonds and 
Securities demanded; and immediately urged that Your Majeſties Officers and Law- 
yers would cauſe draw ſuch Bonds and Securities as was fit for the purpoſe; offering 

ood Security for great ſums of Money for the performance. Burt this not being 
the thing truly intended, their ready Compliance with it, ſet them yet farther off 
from their deſired Settlement, and ſerved for no other intent then to cauſe the 
Lord Hatton to double his diligence to find out new means to moleſt them ;to which 
end it was alledged by him that they had of old forfeited their Priviledges and Li- 
þerties by ſome great miſdemeanour , and that therefore they had not right to 
chuſe their own Magiſtrates, for which-he would needs have their Records ſearched; 
and accordingly they themſelves, with their Books and Records, were in a moſt 
unuſual manner brought often before him and his Friends, though they had not 
Authority for it , to the great Diſturbance and Annoyance of the Citizens, by 
being abundantly jealous of their Liberties , were with no ſmall care kept within 
the due Bounds of Moderation , by the Loyalty and Vigilancy of their Magi- 
ſtrates. 

They the ſaid Magiſtrates, finding how they were uſed at home by the Lord 
Hatton , did again apply themſelves to the Duke of Zanderdale., both by pri- 
vate Letters to the Duke of Lauderdale and his Dutchefs, from ſome of the moſt 
eminent of them , full of Aſſurances of particular Reſpe& to their Graces, and 
by a publick Letter to him from the whole Town Council , offering Bond and 
Security to him in the terms propoſed by his fore-mentioned Letter. But this could 
not prevail, it being objeAed to them, from ſome frivolous things the Lord Hatton 
had ſcraped together out of their old Records * that rhey had loſt their Liberties, 
and that the right of chuſing their Magiſtrates did no more belong to them. 

Then did they produce their Charters, and did convincingly clear all miſtakes, 
and evidently make appear that the right of chuſing their own Magiſtrates did 
remain to them undoubtedly and intirely, 

All theſe things being cleared and open , they expected to be reſtored to the 
free exerciſe of their Election in their accuſtomed manner. They were till kept 
off with Delays , until the Lord Futon, in purſuance of his Deſign , fell a pra- 
iſing with ſome few of themſelves, who did undertake with his aſſiſtance, to get 
ſach Eleted as were fit for his ends ; whereupon he writes to his Brother the Duke 


of Lauderdale ro move Your Majeſty for a Letter, and accordingly the Letter 


was procured from Your Majeſty upon the Seventh of Augaſt 75 ; wherein Your 
Majeſty, after reciting Your former Orders in that Aﬀair, did declare, that You 
were well informed of their Obedience to Your Commands , and of their dutiful 
Carriage in Your Concerns ; and therefore ordained them, the next day after the 
Receipt of the Letter, to convene their whole Council , after their accuſtomed 
manner , and out of the Liſts already made, to Elect the Lord Provoſt, Baylies, 
and other Officers. | 

According to which Letter , they did the next day proceed to their Elections, 
but inſtead of thoſe whom the Lord Hatton expefted they would have choſen, 
they did Ele& ſome Men of good Fortunes and Integrity, not at all fit for his PUr- 

ofe (theſe who had ingaged to him not being Men of that eſteem or influence as 
to be able to carry his — as they had undertaken. ) = 

The new Magiſtrates and Council, did immediately after their Ele&ion, acquaint 
Your Majeſty with their Procedure, and gave Your Majelty great Acknowledge- 
ments and Aſſurances of their care of the Peace of the Town, and of Your Majcſties 
Service in all Matters, borh Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. - 

The ſaid Lord Hattox being exceedingly inraged at this Act of theirs, did by 
Advice of Sir George Mackynge , now Your Majeſties Adyocate, ſend a Letter to 
the Duke of Lauderdale, to which he procured Your Majeſties Hand upon the 
25th of the ſame month of Anguſt, by which Your Majeſty ordered Your Privy 

Council 
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Council to intimate to the Magiſtrates and Town. Council, that it was Your Royal 


- *Pleaſute that there ſhould be turned out of the Town Council and declared inca- 


pable of any Publique Truſt inthe faid Town, ” Twelve of the moſt eminent of 
the ſame Men with whom Your Majeſty had expreft Your Self fo well pleaſed, and 
whoſe Actings Your Majeſty had approved, Ly Your Letter of the Seventh of the 
Aid month. h _—_— oo ED Wy 
This was accordingly executed by the Privy Council, ' without ever ſo:much a5 
* calling before them rhe ſaid Perſons, though great Crimes were laid to their Charge 
as being Factious Perſons, and miſ-repretenting Your Majeſties Praceedings, with- 
out mentioning any particular Fact of . theirs which could import any ſuch Crime. 
And though they be threatened by the ſaid Letter to be purſued tor theſe great 
Crimes,and that Your Majeſties Advocate is commanded inthe fame to inſiſt againſt 
them, 'yet could they never obtain from Your Majeſties Privy Council that they 
ſhou'd be Tryed for theſe things, though by a Petition ſigned by the whole Twelve; 
they did repreſent the great Prejudice they ſuſtained both in their Reputation and 
Trade , by being kept under ſuch Threatnings ; and therefore did humbly offer 


* themſelves to the ſtriteſt and ſevereſt Tryal. To which Petition they never re- 


ceived any Anſwer. | : 
To make appear to Your Majeſty that theſe things were done for private and 
ſiniſtrous Deſigns , and not upon account of the ili Effe&tedneſs or tactious Di- 
ſpoſitions of rhe Men, as was pretended; Your Majeity is humbly prayed to take 
notice of theſe particulars following : | + 655697 
Firſt , There are three of the moſt conſiderable of theſe very Perſons who hag 
been charged with ſo great Crimes, admitred fince that time,by bribing the Dutcheſs 
of Lauderdate, into a Truſt in Your Majeities Aﬀairs in Scotland, more eminent 
and conſiderable than any Truſt the Town of Fderbourgh can confer 4 1s) T he 
Paying off Your Majeſties Forces , and bringing in Your Majeſties Excife. © © © © 
Secondly,” No ſooner were theſe Twelve Men turned out of the Town Coun- 
cil , but atter many great and ellential Informalities ! with the recital of which 
it is needleſs to trouble Your Majeſty ) they Elected for Magiſtrates Men of no Re. 
putation , either for Parts, Eſtate, or Honeſty: And though rheſe Bonds and 
Securities, which had been demanded from the others, and conſented to by them . 
was formerly pretended to be of great importance for Your Majeſties Service , Yer 
they were not ſo much as once demanded,either by the Duke of Lauderdale or the 
Lord Hatton , from thefe Men who were now choſen. | 
Thirdly , Theſe new Magiſtrates were not long in their Seats, when off comes 


the Mask , andrhetrue Detign of getting Money appears. For by an Ac of the 


Town Council there. is about 5000 4. Sierl;n diipoled on amongit their nameleſs 
Friends, which were the Duke of Lauderdale, the Lord Hatton, - and ſome other 
of their Friends. A great ſum to be got from that City , conſidering that the 
Duke of Landerdale had got before that about 1200c 1, Sterlry from them. 

The Dutcheſs of Zunderda/e, did allo fince that time endeavour to cet more Mo- 
ney from them, and did with great Wrath threaten the Magiſtrates in pain terms, 
for not giving her a Prefent,, notwithſtanding all the Good ſhe faid the had done 
for them ; reckoning the Favours Your Majeſty hath at any time been pleaſed to 
beſtow upon them , as done by her ſelf. _ | 
' Thus hath that poor Town been abuſed, and doth now ly, having Magiſtrztes 
without either ConduCt or Courage, in a time when the Diſorders of that Nation 
doth require Perſons to be imployed there ot, eminent Fidelity and Capacity to 


ſerve Your Majeſty. _ 


* 
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